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11 January 2010

Dear Mr. Christofias and Mr. Talat,

On behalf of one thousand young people of Cyprus, we would like to express our appreciation for your sincere efforts and dedication to reunite our island. We believe that this time there is a huge potential for the long standing problem to be solved, and we want you to know that a large part of the young people of Cyprus, support your actions. 

Unfortunately, though, the voice of the youth is missing from the whole process of the negotiations and the efforts to build peace. There was no technical committee formed relating to youth affairs.  

For this reason, we took the initiative to form a youth committee constituted by young people of both communities active in various organizations. 

As part of our initiative, we have come up with some ideas for confidence building measures to enhance the relationship of the two communities, and at the same time to participate in your efforts to bring peace to our island. 

In particular, we would like to suggest the following:

Environment:

· Young people can clean a part of the Buffer Zone and upgrade it to a common place for the two communities

· We can reforest any two areas that used to be a forest after consultation with the forestry department
· We can organize a common environmental campaign/event

Education and Culture

· A cultural festival with common traditional music, food etc and exhibition of common customs

· We can initiate the writing of  a common history book, suitable for young people

 Human Rights

· We can set a common target by organizing an anti-racism campaign

· During this campaign we could create an anti-racism mini film promoting cultural diversity

 Government-Politics

· It is necessary in the near future to organize short seminars for the young people where the two leaders or their representatives can explain the possible solution of the Cyprus problem and some "complex" terms (e.g. political equality, federal system) in a simple language.

· We are ready to participate in already decided confidence building measures by the existing technical committees (e.g. the youth is ready to help in the repair and maintenance of the two temples as decided by the technical committee for the monuments) 

Having in mind that we are the future of Cyprus, who will be mostly influenced by your actions and decisions, we would like to urge you to take our suggestions into consideration.  We are the future, let us be a part of it. 

Sincerely yours,

Members of the Youth Committee 

supported by the young people signing below     

